
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

THE GOODSPRINGS OLD TIMERS REUNION 
May 1st, 2nd, 3rd 2009 

Time to gather round Old Timers from Goodsprings, Jean, Sandy Valley, Erie, Roach, Sloan and 
Stateline [now Primm] to exchange stories, pictures, and memories. Take I-15 to Jean, turn west 
and drive 7 miles, (stay straight, do not turn left at the Sandy Valley turnoff).   

See the Goodspr ings School histor ical collection, tour the smallest and oldest school in CCSD, 
enjoy a potluck meal and meet some old timers, walk or drive the town and see some historic 
buildings, visit the 96-year-old Pioneer Saloon, and stop at the town cemetery on your way out.  

All main events will be held in the Goodsprings Community Center.                                  
The Goodsprings School will be open during the day Saturday and Sunday.                                                       
A collection of the Goodsprings School history will be on display in the old 
Clubhouse on Saturday from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm and on Sunday from10:00 am 
to 4:00pm. 

*************** 
This has been a busy year for the Historical Society.  The May annual meeting was highlighted by 
discussions about the Clubhouse, the Cemetery Association, the Goodsprings School outreach program, 
the feasibility study for the Yellow Pine Rail Trail (YPRT) project and a proposed combination of the 
Sandy Valley Historical Society with the Goodsprings Historical Society.  The Board of Directors met 
following the annual meeting to plan the upcoming year. 
 
May 19: Julie Newberry, Steve Fleming, Liz Warren, Lia Roberts and Donn Blake represented the 
Society at the Cultural History Fair at the Springs Preserve in Las Vegas.   Visitors to the GHS booth were 
given brochures, shown historic photographs and invited to become members. 
May 23:  A vehicle plowed into the back of the old Clubhouse causing substantial damage to the 
building.  Phil and Ruth Rawlinson have overseen the repairs which have restored the Clubhouse to its 
previous appearance. 
 
August:  Dave Beisecker was appointed by the Board to represent the Society in meetings held by Clark 
County to hire the company, that would complete the feasibility study for the Yellow Pine Rail Trail. 
      
September:   Clark County designated Shapins Belt Collins as the company responsible for conducting a 
trail study for the Goodsprings area.  The study will include “careful analysis of the area’s natural and 
cultural resources to identify a suitable trail corridor”. 
      
November:  Julie Newberry and Ruth Rawlinson organized a successful Bingo Party to raise funds for 
the Goodsprings School Christmas Program and other school activities not funded by the Clark County 
School District.  Many members of the Society and residents of Goodsprings attended the evening 
event.   The Pioneer Saloon supported the School Program by raffling off a rocking motorcycle 
handcrafted by Fred Mitchell. 
      
December:  The Society sponsored the school Christmas Program.   
Late that month the Goodsprings school community was informed by the Clark County School 
District that the Goodsprings School would be closed in June 2009 and the students would be 
enrolled at Sandy Valley elementary school. 
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January 22:  Intense pressure from Goodsprings School alumni, current residents of Goodsprings and 
the Goodsprings Historical Society members convinced the Clark County School Board to rescind the 
June closure and give the Goodsprings School one year to prove its value. 
January 27:  Shapins Belt Collins held its first public information meeting on the proposed YPRT.  
Advocates for the trail included GHS, equestrian groups, bicycle groups and hikers. 
   
March:  Clark County School Board Trustee Carolyn Edwards met with the Goodsprings School 
Advocacy Group (headed by Julie Newberry, Liz Warren, Steve Fleming, Ruth Rawlinson, Corky and 
Bobbie Poole, Patty Poole) to work together in finding justification for the expenses needed to keep the 
school in operation.  Teacher Abbey Crouse was also in attendance. 
 
Whew!  And now we are planning for the Old Timer’s Reunion and Annual Meeting.  The loss of 
mainstay Marcia Whitney threatened to alter the usual activities planned for the reunion.  Happily, her 
family will continue organizing the potluck setup and Brad Whitney and Charles Barnes have stepped up 
to do the Miner’s breakfast on Sunday.  Thanks Whitney and Barnes families!  Corky Poole has added a 
new mug for the Goodsprings Coffee Mug collection--the Pioneer Saloon.  The mugs will be for sale for 
$10 at the reunion.  Bobbie Poole has donated two more of her handmade pillows with historic scenes for 
the raffle.  An afghan made by Tiny Russell will also be raffled off.  Thank you Bonnie Casto for donating 
the afghan.  There is talk that Clark County (in honor of its Centennial Celebration) will be placing an 
historic marker on the school.  It will be a great time. 
     

 
 
 
        Goodsprings School 
               Spring 1916 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Goodsprings School Closure 

The economic troubles in Clark County hit home to Goodsprings in December.  Budget constraints and a 
dwindling student population caused the CCSD to call for the closing of the Goodsprings School in June 
2009.  The plan proposed by the District would rezone the 6 students at Goodsprings to the Sandy Valley 
Elementary School.  The Goodsprings Historical Society immediately put out the word soliciting letters, 
emails, and phone calls to the District to protest this action.  Thanks to many Goodsprings school alumni 
and others who appreciate the value of this historic school, the CCSD School Board withdrew its plan to 
close the school this year, and gave the citizens one year to prove that the school should remain open.  
The argument supported by the GHS is that the school has existed since 1913 and is one of the oldest 
schools in the state.  The students at Goodsprings receive a comparable, if not better, education in the 
small school setting. Carolyn Edwards, the School Board representative for Goodsprings, is willing 
to work with us to keep the school open, or failing that, to help us lobby to assure the building is saved.  
Volunteers are needed to formulate arguments and to attend meetings in order to save the school. 
 
This is not the first time a shortage of students has threatened to close the Goodsprings School.  In 1906, 
the school could not hire a teacher until it had 5 students.  Since there were only 4 youngsters in the 
town, the next youngest citizen was recruited to register as a student.  Sam McClanahan, at age 21, 
became the fifth student of the Goodsprings School ensuring that a teacher could be hired and the school 
would open for the year. 

************************* 
Memorials:  With sadness we note the loss of old Timers and Goodsprings Historical Society members 
Bill Cash, Stewart Lamb, Cleve Kemple, Charlene Berry, Juanita Zabel, and Coyote Don Russ.  The 
Society’s Memory Book is our way to acknowledge the people we have lost.  You can contribute by 
sending a short biography and/or interesting story about that person to GHS at PO Box 603, 
Goodsprings, NV 89019. 



HOT AUGUST DAYS 
(a story submitted to the Newsletter by DesertDog.  Can you guess who that is?) 

 
     Up in RENO they©ve got a deal called HOT AUGUST NITES, but down in the southwestern tip of the 
great state of NEVADA, we have some HOT AUGUST DAYS! 
     Bill Doty and I were just finishing up a  long, hot, dry week, at the COPPER KING. I had just hollered 
"FIRE IN THE HOLE!" and we were making our way down the slope, when I stopped to count my charges 
as they made their usual WHUMP!  The total came out right on the money, so we packed up and headed 
into GOODSPRINGS. 
     We stopped at Bill©s cabin to let IRENE know we would be at the HOTEL, and IRENE said "There©s 
some critter under the porch, and its making a big racket". I grabbed a handful of gravel and tossed it 
under the side, when sure enough we heard "A BIG RACKET!" There was an old RATTLER laying in the 
cool shade under the porch, and he let us know he wasn©t a bit happy we had disturbed him. I went round 
back and picked up a piece of guy wire, and after putting a crook in it, I soon had the BUZZTAIL in a 
burlap sack.  We put it in the car for disposal at a later date, and drove to the HOTEL. 
     Being FRIDAY afternoon, we could hardly find a place to park Bill©s black ©41 CHEVY (though it looked 
more tan than black, with all the dust on it...Bill had better things to do with water, than waste it on a 
carwash.) 
     As our eyes became accustomed to the darkness in the bar, we noticed there were no stools 
available.  Bill said, “Don©t worry, I©ve got something out in the car that will get us a seat.”  A few minutes 
later Bill came back in with a sack in his hand, and he reached over a couple of gents and placed it on the 
bar. One of the drinkers noticed it was "HISSING"… 
    He peeked in and saw a stick of 40% with the fuse burning strong. As he jerked his hand away, out 
rolled the DYNAMITE onto the bar, and the place emptied out in a wild stampede! Bill picked up a couple 
of stools, we sat down, and told RAY INMAN to open two longnecks, while Bill took out his pocket knife 
and cut the fuse off just before it burned down to the end of the stick. Ray recovered his composure, 
chuckled, and said, “Put your money away, they©re on the house.” 
                                                       
Donations 
The Goodsprings Historical Society gratefully acknowledges Memorial donations this year from the 
following members:  Jane Fleming for Harry Gadd, Coyote Don Russ, Charlene Berry, Bill Cash and 
Juanita  Kemple.  Corky and Bobbie Poole for Christine Stevens, Marcia Barnes, Dick Barnes and Peggy 
Simon.   
Donations were also received for the Goodsprings School Fund from David and Barbara Lowe, Jane 
Fleming, Mickey Moran, Carl Robinson, and Lila Littlejohn in memory of Evelyn Kemple Stewart and Ida 
Kemple Cassity. Thank you to all who helped donate to this cause by participating in Bingo Night.   
 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP 
The Historical Society has 55 current paid memberships.  Thank you.  We appreciate your continued support. 
 

  We thankfully acknowledge our Mineral Donors.  
Lead and Zinc:    Gold: 
   Bob Stodahl       Russ Decaro 
   Stephen Fleming      Mike and Christine Cartwright 
   Carl and Mari Robinson       Bob and Ann Osburn 
         Lia Roberts 
 
Membership dues are payable in May of each year.   

 
Membership Dues 
Individual................$5.00                       Gold Member...…....$50.00 
Family.....................$10.00                    Lead/Zinc Member...$100.00 
 
Name        ______________________________________________________ 
 
Address    ______________________________________________________ 
 

   _______________________________________________________ 
 

 Email       _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Send to: Goodsprings Historical Society, Box 603, Goodsprings, NV 89019 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Goodsprings Historical Society 
P.O. Box 603 
Goodsprings, Nevada 89019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                            Trustees: 
                     Stephen Fleming (President) 
                     Virgil Poole (Vice President) 
                     Ram Lamb 
                      Dave Beisecker 
                      Julie Newberry  
                       Patricia Poole  
                                                                                       Elizabeth Warren 
                                                                          Treasurer/Web site Manager:  Mickey Moran 
                                      Secretary/Newsletter Editor:    Mary Blake 
 
 

 
The Goodsprings Historical Society, a
nonprofit organization established in 2002 to 
preserve the historical and natural resources 
of the Goodsprings Township by educating the 
public about its environment, archaeology and 
history, publishes this newsletter.           

www.goodspr ings.org 



 
 
 

         
      Goodspr ings School, the Twenties 
       Submitted by Julie Newberry 
       
 
 
 
    1925 class with teachers Ruth Pollinger and Harold Morgan 
 
In the Twenties when the country was “ roaring”  and life was good, little Goodsprings School had 
happy times too. Although the mining in Goodsprings would never again see the peak it reached 
in 1916, the children’s world went on.   It was a time of dances and box lunches, of picnics and 
desert field trips.   
 
The white, wooden school building hadn’ t changed much since 2 rooms were added to the back 
in 1916.  Now children entered school from the back, hanging their coats in the hall, and 
separating into those 2 rooms, younger grades to the left, older ones to the right.  Desks were 
bolted to the floor on runners and arranged in straight rows.  There were still outhouses out back, 
a water pump in front, and potbelly stoves in each room.  The wooden floor was oiled during 
each vacation.  The front room, which was the original building, was saved for programs and 
special events.  That room also contained the library, which was often locked. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
School programs were entertainment for the whole town.             1926 graduates from 8th grade with teacher   
                     Harold Morgan 

 
At least 88 children were educated by 13 different teachers during the twenties, two teachers per 
year.  Children were offered a variety of subjects beyond the “3 R’s” , such as bookkeeping, 
nature study, and physiology.  They also received grades for their deportment, neatness, industry, 
and hygiene. A grade of “D”  might mean failure. In her 1926 speech as Valedictorian, Evelyn 
Kemple said, “Happy days, like brilliant flowers, have shed their ray on Learning’s Way.  
Learning is a light that brightens the path to success.”   
 
There was flexibility in education at that time.  At least one student took 7th and 8th grade the 
same year, graduating with her older sister.  Students could sometimes begin first grade at age 5, 
since there was no kindergarten.  Younger children could visit school. (One former student 
remembers sitting on the teacher’s lap while she taught.) You could even hold the teacher’s hand 
while walking to school. 
 
 



 
In the days before television, video games, and computers, children found their own ways to 
have fun.  In the dirt schoolyard children loved to swing and play on the “ tricky bars.”   They 
grouped together to play hopscotch, Anti-I-Over, Red Rover, Prisoner’s Base, jump rope, and 
marbles.  Softball games were still a big event.  Boys and girls had their usual rivalries too.  The 
boys’  swings and bars were higher than the girls’ . That fact did not go unnoticed.  Boys loved to 
throw pieces of coal taken from the shed at the girls’  outhouse when someone was inside.   
 
Using the front room of the school always meant something special.  There were the dances, 
community motion pictures, and school programs.  The Christmas play was a main event, 
entertaining the town.  Miners who were single made sure there was enough  money for the 
Goodsprings School Christmas tradition.  At the end of the children’s program, Santa would 
appear bringing large stockings filled with fruit, nuts, candy, and a small gift.  Every child that 
lived in Goodsprings received one.   
 
School events sometimes took place outside the building.  There were picnics at the Sand Tanks, 
Wilson Ranch (now Spring Mountain Ranch), and Mount Charleston.    Field trips might include 
a walk in the desert.  On one such walk, children caught a baby rattlesnake and kept it in 
formaldehyde for years. 
 
There were also some hard times.  In the years before welfare and 
unemployment, when mines closed in the early twenties, miners and their 
families moved on.  In 1928 the mill burned down, then came the turmoil of the 
stock market crash and beginning of a depression.  But the school remained 
important in children’s lives and in the community.  There was always that 
happy sound of the bell beginning each school day. 
 
 
Thank you to the many “Old Timers”  who donated pictures, poems, stories, speeches, and report 
cards.  Material in this article is also taken from Nevada State Archive records.  
 
 
Interesting facts:  
 In 1927 through 1929  
--Students numbered from 29 to 48. 
--2 children were enrolled under age 6. 
--The library contained National Geographic Magazines and 300 – 400 books. 
--Both teachers subscribed to an educational paper. 
--Teachers did not always join the NEA. 
--Teachers were visited by their school trustees 2 or 3 times a year. 
--Teachers were visited by the Deputy Superintendent 2 or 3 times a year. 
--Teachers made between $145 and $150 per month. 
--The school property value fluctuated between $4670 and $8235. 
 
 
 


